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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW GORAN SVILANOVIĆ 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF THE REGIONAL COOPERATION COUNCIL

WE MUST
DEVELOP
BETTER
REGIONAL
RELATIONS
COUNTRIES IN THE REGION ARE AWARE OF THE IMPORTANCE OF 
REGIONAL COOPERATION, GIVEN ITS NUMEROUS ADVANTAGES AND 
THE NATURAL POSITION OF COUNTRIES TO RELY ON ONE ANOTHER
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GORAN SVILANOVIĆ, 
SECRETARY GENERAL OF 
THE REGIONAL COOPERATION 
COUNCIL (RCC)
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WE MUST ADVANCE 
RELATIONS WITH 
THE EU AND U.S. 
You were once Serbian foreign 
minister. What do you think about 
Serbia’s current foreign policy and 
would you advise any changes in 
this area?

- Serbia has parallel and intense 
communication with the European 
Union and the Russian Federation. 
It seems to me that this is the key 
feature of Serbia’s current foreign 
policy: to obtain maximum possible 
support, assistance and understand-
ing from both the EU and Russia. The 
reasons behind this are partly histori-
cal and partly geostrategic, as we are 
an the EU’s border. Serbia tries to be 
an economic bridge between the EU 
and Russia, but analysts note that the 
crisis within the EU, as well as Rus-
sia’s fairly moderate interest in the 
Western Balkans, place serious limita-
tions on such a strategy. In such a 
situation Serbia risks losing its 
genuine allies, which is 
evident these days. The 
serious improvement 
of relations with several 
key European states is 
required. In this respect, 
I value the efforts of 
this government to 
improve cooperation 
with Germany ex-
tremely highly. I think 
that there is room for 
further improvement 
of relations with other 
European states as 
well, including those 
outside the EU, as well 
as a constant need 
to find a joint interest 
with the U.S. As for 
cooperation in the 
region, I think Serbia 
is highly esteemed 
by all its neighbours 
and should soon 
seek to resolve 
several outstand-
ing bilateral issues 
with its neighbours, 
so that these is-
sues stop burden-
ing neighbourly 
relations and the EU 
accession process.

OUR JOB WILL BE 
TO CONSTANTLY 
SEEK MORE 
SUPPORT AND 
UNDERSTANDING 
FROM BRUSSELS 
ON THE EU 
ACCESSION PATH
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I’M SATISFIED WITH THE WORK OF THIS GOVERNMENT
What is your view on the new government’s work so far? Do you hold any-
thing against them and what do you consider praiseworthy?

- A year ago I wasn’t sure what to expect from the new government, but now 
I can say, not as an international bureaucrat but as a citizen of Serbia and a 
voter, that I am satisfied. Not only am I satisfied with the fact that they tangled 
with the diff icult task of reaching an agreement with Pristina, but with their 
fight against corruption as well. I can see that they have extensive support 
from citizens who could not wait to finally see a systemic fight against this evil. 
Settling accounts with corruption increases the level of responsibility of state 
institutions towards their citizens, which makes Serbia a better society. I expect 
this government to do what previous ones could not and that is to achieve an 
agreement about Kosovo that would enable this and future Serbian govern-
ments to fully concentrate on the diff icult economic and social situation. I 
expect them to pay attention to the democratisation of the Serbian society and 
respect for the freedom of the media, further improvements to human rights, 
the existence of diff erences and strengthening state institutions in the future.

ĐINĐIĆ’S
POLICIES LIVE ON
Can you share with us your opinion 
on where Serbia stands now, ten 
years after the assassination of 
Prime Minister Zoran Đinđić?

- If he had not been assassinated I’m 
sure Serbia would have looked better, 
but I must admit that we had to do 
more during this period. We had to do 
a lot more and better. This is why it is 
now our duty to support those putting 
eff orts into achieving the same goals. 
His policies obviously live far beyond 
him and his government. This is a 
good thing; it is good for Serbia that 
the political direction set in 2000 is 
still Serbia’s dominant political feature.
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