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INITIAL STATEMENT ON THE HORIZON EUROPE
PROPOSAL BY WESTERN BALKAN SIX

f. We welcome the emphasis placed in the new programme on innovation. We encourage innovation to
be understood in its broad concept which includes both evolutionary types of innovation, as well as
revolutionary types of innovation to ensure that businesses and research institutions across Europe can
use the envisaged innovation instruments for strategic growth and job creation. We also emphasise the
need for close collaboration between the national innovation funding bodies and programmes and the
European Innovation Council. We further emphasise the need for geographically balanced spread of

The preparation of the Statement has been facilitated by the Regional Cooperation Council which was tasked innovation hubs in the scope of the European Institute for Innovation and Technology across Europe,

to communicate the Statement to the relevant European Institutions. including to the accession region of the Western Balkans, as a pre-condition for development of

innovation ecosystem and transition to knowledge-based economy.

The Initial Statement on the Horizon Europe Proposal represents the initial joint position of Ministries
responsible for Science of the Western Balkan Six on the European Commission proposal for Horizon Europe.

g. Without undermining the excellence criteria in the selection of all Horizon Europe projects we call for
consideration of additional selection points being awarded to those excellent consortia which bring in
“first time” partners into their research projects. To this end a better definition of the term “European
Added Value” should be developed. The term “European Added Value” of the Horizon Europe projects
could be understood to refer to inclusion of partners which ensure wide geographical coverage,
including the coverage of the “widening participants” and the accession region of the Western Balkans.

The European Commissions’ Communication of 6" February 2018 and The Sofia Declaration of 17" May 2018
reaffirm the EU unequivocal support for the European perspective of the Western Balkans and a credible
enlargement perspective for and enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans.

Furthermore, both documents emphasise the need to close the socio-economic gap between the EU and the
Western Balkan Six through socio-economic reforms which include further boost of innovation and ensure
research and innovation capacity building; and advance integration of the Western Balkans into the existing
EU knowledge networks and full integration of the Western Balkans into the European Research Area.

haring Excellence”

e importance of Sharing Excellence instrument to creating new and strengthening
across the Research and Innovation divide, but emphasise the need to increase their
ffectiveness to building research excellence and research capacity in the targeted
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To this end, the Western Balkan Six propose the following recommendations for consid
the adoption of the Horizon Europe programme:

a. We welcome the European Commission’s proposal for establishing Horizon Europe w
increased budget. We welcome Horizon Europe objective to stimulate excellence — base
of research across borders and to bring together the best researchers to collaborate o
research. Sustaining and further developing excellence i in the Western Balkz
heart of our national research and innovation strategthext of limited fi

Horizon Europe is an essential instrument to award existing and stimulate the de

research institutions and best researchers in our region.
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particularly accentuated in the Western Balkans. I

)

. We emphasise the importance of investing into research infrastructure as a p
long-term, sustainable excellence in research. It is in the research infrastruct

divide between the European Union and the Western Balkans exists. Therefore
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Institutions to consider introducing portable “Widening Eurc
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is crucial for boosting the quality and capacity of European and
builds on their particular openness to new ideas, mobility and

e. Bearing in mind the importance of investing into human capitand res
Western Balkans as outlined above, we draw attention to the two existing
could be funded through the Horizon Europe:

tives in the reg

el. In line with the conclusions of the 3™ Joint Science Conference
French Académie des sciences — Institut de France in Paris we
Balkans Research Foundation as an instrument under Sharing Exce!
award ad personam grants to junior scientists from the Western B
labs and teams in the Western Balkans within a period of five years,
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g Fellowships, introduced as a Horizon 2020 pilot in 2017, has
s subsequent (and significant) expansion is welcome. We propose

nil be marked as “MSCA Widening Fellowships” in order to show the
direct connection wnth this prestigious mobility scheme.

e.2. The regional initiative to establish a South East European Inte
Technologies (SEEIIST), endorsed by Declaration of Intent to est:
at CERN by Ministers of Science from all Western Balkan Six, as wi
SEEIST, presently a regional project with its own governance, aims to build a reglonal research
nucleus with the newest technology which would offer a first-class research and have long-term — Y

" effects on economic growth. The joint facilities of the International Institute for Sustainable
Technologies would promote collaboration between science, technology and industry, stimulate
the education of young scientists and engineers based on knowledge and technology transfer from
European laboratories such as CERN?, and by scientific diplomacy promote reconciliation. Ensuring
funding through Horizon Europe for SEEIST throughout the process of establishment is essential
and could be modelled on the experience of SESAME project?. ' "
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