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:: CONCEPT NOTE :: 

ROMA INTEGRATION 2020 PROJECT IN BRIEF 

Roma Integration 2020 is a project implemented in the framework of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC). 
It builds on the achievements of the Decade of Roma Inclusion 2005-2015 initiative, and is in line with the EU 
Framework for National Roma Integration Strategies and the EU accession process. While these processes 
established the basis for public policies, institutional arrangements and dialogue on Roma issues, impact on 
Roma remains limited. The reason is found in the isolation of the issues of Roma from mainstream public 
policies, budgeting, public service institutions and administration. This reason is addressed by the Roma 
Integration 2020 project. 

The objective of the Roma Integration 2020 is to contribute to reducing the socio-economic gap between the 
Roma and non-Roma population and to strengthen the institutional obligations of governments to incorporate 
and deliver specific Roma integration goals in mainstream policy developments. In line with this, Roma 
Integration 2020 aims to assist national governments to integrate Roma specific policy measures into: (1) 
mainstream socio-economic policies and public service delivery; (2) national budget planning. 

Roma Integration 2020 project activities include direct assistance, technical support and policy clinics for 
governments, public dialogue forums, regional policy workshops, annual review of reports, and participation at 
EU and RCC relevant processes. The Roma Integration 2020 participants are the IPA II beneficiaries: Albania, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Kosovo*, Montenegro, Serbia, and 
Turkey. The project is co-financed by the European Union and the Open Society Foundations, and implemented 
by the RCCs Roma Integration 2020 Action Team based in Belgrade.   

 

PROJECT LAUNCH EVENT: NATIONAL RESPONSIBILITY AND EUROPEAN SUPPORT 

The project launch event of the Roma Integration 2020 convened by Johannes HAHN, European Union 
Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, George SOROS, Founder and 
Chairman of the Open Society Foundations and Goran SVILANOVIC, Secretary General of the Regional 
Cooperation Council brings together policy leaders from enlargement governments directly responsible for 
Roma integration and key Roma inclusion officials from the European Commission, Open Society Foundations 
and Regional Cooperation Council.  

The event aims to reinforce governments’ commitment for Roma integration in line with the enlargement 
policy in the framework of the Roma Integration 2020 initiative; initiate regional coordination and cooperation 
of governments’ on Roma integration issues; and Ensure visibility of the Roma Integration 2020 in Brussels and 
in the enlargement countries.  

High-level officials from the European Commission, Open Society Foundations and Regional Cooperation Council 
will stress the importance of Roma inclusion as part of the EU enlargement process and express concrete 
expectations from the responsible national governments of the enlargement countries. The Roma Integration 
2020 Action Team will present the initiative, the benefit for the national government that should be expected 
from its implementation, and the next steps with a focus on immediate actions in cooperation with national 
governments. High level government officials responsible for the Roma inclusion policy from each enlargement 
country will express government’s commitment to the Roma Integration 2020 and express government’s 
immediate plans on priority measures targeting Roma within mainstream policies and public budget. 

                                                           
*  This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1999 and the ICJ Opinion on the 

Kosovo declaration of independence. 


